
SECTION 10. PREPLATTED LANDS DISTRICT (PL). 
 

A. Intent. This zone district provides for the appropriate development of pre-platted subdivisions 
which are not considered adequate by current planning or environmental standards. This zone 
district is compromised of subdivisions platted and placed on record with the County Clerk prior 
to 1973, often held in multiple ownership, and substantially or totally undeveloped. This zone 
district is established to encourage and promote private land readjustment through techniques 
such as subdivision re-platting, land pooling, and lot consolidation, followed by a chance to a 
more appropriate zone district, if necessary. 

 
Permissive and Conditional Uses. No building, structure, or land shall be used or occupied except 
as indicated and for the purposes permitted in this zone district. Uses permitted by right and 
uses allowed upon obtaining a Conditional Use Permit are described in the Torrance County 
Zoning Table of Land Uses, which is attached as Appendix 1. 
[REV: Ord. No. 2008-003,4/23/08] 
 

B. District Standards. The following standards apply to  all land uses within this zone district: 
 
1. Lots shall not be further subdivided or re-platted into lots smaller than the nearest 

prevailing zone district. 
[REV: Ord. No. 2008-003, 4/23/08] 
 

2. In the event that contiguous lots within a specified area are assembled for readjustment and 
a master plan or site plan for future development is proposed, then such area shall be 
subject to the setback requirements established for the RR zone district. 
REV: Ord. No. 95-5, 6/10/95 
 

3. The Zoning Board may determine that a zone change or variance, instead of a Conditional 
Use Permit, is more appropriate for a proposed development in the zone district. 
[REV: Ord. No. 2008-003, 4/23/08] 
 

4. A proposed land use must comply with Section 23, pertaining to water usage. 
[REV: Ord. No. 97-7, 6/27/97] 

 
 
SECTION 11. RURAL RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (RR). 

 
A. Intent. This zone district accommodates rural residential development and certain agricultural 

uses such as irrigated croplands and limited livestock management. Large-lit residential land 

subdivision is characteristic of this district. 

 

B. Permissive ad Conditional Uses. No building, structure, or land shall be used or occupied 

except as indicated and for the purposes permitted in this zone district. Uses permitted by 

right and uses allowed upon obtaining a Conditional Use Permit are described in the Torrance 

County Zoning Table of Land Users, which is attached as Appendix 1.  
[REV: Ord. No. 2008-003, 4/23/08] 



 
C. District Standards. The following standards apply to all land uses within this zone district: 

 

1. Minimum lot size shall be two and one-half acres for dwelling unites served by individual 

private wells, and one acre for dwelling units with connections to a centralized water 

system. For purposes of determining minimum lot size, the calculation of acreage shall 

include common easements and private roadways for ingress and egress for adjoining lots. A 

shared domestic well permitted under Section 72-12-1 NMSA 1978 does not qualify as a 

“centralized water system.”  
[REV: Ord. No. 2001-2, 3/14/01; Ord. No. 2008-003, 4/23/08] 

 

2. A proposed land use must comply with Section 23, pertaining to water 
usage. [REV: Ord. No. 97-7, 6/27/97; Ord. No. 2008-003, 4/23/08] 

 

3. Inoperable vehicles or vehicles which have no current registration or licensing stored on a 

parcel of land are limited to two (2) on a ½ acre lot. Additional inoperable or un-registered 

vehicles may be allowed at one (1) per additional acre of land but in no case shall exceed 

five (5) regardless of parcel acreage. Inoperable vehicles stored on a property shall be kept 

from view behind a wall and have body parts and glazing intact.  
[REV: Ord. No. 2008-003, 4/23/08] 

 

4. Raising, breeding, management, and sales of livestock subject to the following 
requirements: 

 
a. Areas devoted to livestock shall be maintained to discouraged the concentration and 

breeding of insects and rodents which are detrimental to human habitation; 
 

b. It shall be unlawful for any owner or keeper of livestock to allow such livestock to run 
at large on public right-of-way; 

 
c. The number of livestock on the parcel shall not exceed an average density of one 

head per two acres;  
[REV: Ord. No. 2001-2, 3/14/01] 



 
d. The above described restriction does not apply to animals for non-commercial use 

as follows: 
 

1) A lot ranging between ½ acre and 1 acre in area, may support no more than two 

(2) horses or two (2) cows or an equivalent number of sheep or goats. Additional 

non-commercial livestock units are allowed based upon one (1) horse or cow unit 

or equivalent per each additional acre of land. 
 

2) Exception: Livestock, including pigs, temporarily raised for educational purposes by 

children belonging to a recognized organization such as 4H or Future Farmers of 

America are not restricted.  
[REV: Ord. No. 2008-003, 4/23/08] 

 
 

 

5. Commercial agricultural operations are prohibited within the bounds of Types 1 & 2 

subdivisions as defined in Article 2 of the Torrance County Subdivision Regulations. In 

Types 3, 4, & 5 subdivisions a Conditional Use Permit may be required. Commercial 

horticultural operations involved with the cultivation and harvesting of medical cannabis 

are prohibited. [REV: Ord. No. 2008-003, 4/23/08] 




















